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The genuine prophet 
 
Every true prophet of god in the old testament was an 
evangelist.  His ministry drew people back to God and 
His Word.  The call to righteousness was the stan-
dard which separated the genuine prophet from the 
imitation, as the prophet Jeremiah wrote in Jeremiah 
23:22.  If you come across someone who claims to be a 
prophet, but who is not involved in calling people to a 
righteous walk with God, you may be dealing with a 
counterfeit.  In the New Testament, the gift of proph-
ecy has one primary purpose: to reveal unrighteous-
ness and bring conviction.  Paul wrote that, as a re-
sult of prophecy, "the secrets of his heart are dis-
closed; and so he will fall on his face and worship 
God, declaring that God is certainly among you" (I 
Cor. 14:25).  The Lord revealed through Jeremiah an-
other criterion for distinguishing a true prophet 
from a false prophet: "I have heard what the prophets 
have said who prophesy falsely in My name, saying, 'I 
had a dream, I had a dream!'… the prophet who has a 
dream may relate his dream, but let him who has My 
word speak My word in truth.  What does straw have 
in common with grain?" (23:25, 28).  God is warning His 
people against prophets who value their dreams 
above His Word.  God is not saying that dreams are un-
important.  Indeed, he often spoke to people in the Bi-
ble through dreams before the full revelation of 
Scripture was complete.  But in comparison to the nu-
tritious grain of His Word, dreams are mere straw.  If 
you feed straw to cattle, they'll die.  They will sleep 
on it, but they won't eat it because it has no nutrients.  
Similarly, dreams may be of some value, but they are 
never to be equated with God's Word as the basis for 
our faith or our walk. 

 
THE APPEARANCE OF ANTICHRIST     
 
The Bible speaks of a coming figure who will oppose 
Christ.  In Revelation 13:7 this figure is called "the 
beast" who has been " give power to make war against 
the saints."  the world will be "astonished" by him and 
follow him (13:3).  This antichrist will be "given au-
thority over every tribe, people, language and na-
tion" (13:7).  He will "blaspheme God" and "slander His 
servants" (13:5-6).  In 2 Thess. 2 he is called "the man 
of lawlessness," who "will oppose and will exalt him-
self over everything that is called God" (2:3-4).  Some 
people suggest that one world government will be 
formed to do his bidding.  Revelation says that every 
one will be forced to receive the mark of the beast 
(Rev. 13:16) - a personal identification technique so 
that when the time comes the antichrist can make his 
move.  In some ways our computerised world seems to 
fit the bill.  Who will this antichrist be?  Nero, Hitler, 
and Saddam Hussein have been nominated as candi-
dates.  As the apostle John says in his letter, there 
will be many antichrists throughout history (I John 
2:18).  Christians have had to endure many antichrists 
who have sought to demolish the church.  What's 
more, as history moves toward Christ's return, oppo-
sition will increase.  So, to survive this opposition, the 
church will have to "stand firm" in Christ (Gal. 5:1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

True  DISCIPLE 
 
An African pastor was overwhelmed by rebels who de-
manded that he renounce his faith.  He refused.  The 
night before they took his life, he wrote the follow-
ing lines on a scrap of paper: I am part of the 
"Fellowship of the Unashamed."  I have Holy Spirit 
power.  The die has been cast.  I've stepped over the 
line.  The decision has been made. I am a disciple of His.  I 
won't look back, let up, slowdown, back away, or be 
still.  My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, and 
my future is secure.  I am finished and done with low liv-
ing, sight walking, small planning, smooth knees, col-
ourless dreams, tame visions, mundane talking, and 
dwarfed goals!  I no longer need pre-eminence, pros-
perity, position, promotions,  or popularity.  I don't 
have to be right, first, tops, recognised, praised, re-
garded, or rewarded.  I now live by presence, lean by 
faith, love by patience, lift by prayer, and labour by 
power.  My face is set, my goal is heaven, my road is nar-
row, my way is rough, my companions few, my Guide reli-
able, my mission clear.  I cannot be bought, compro-
mised, detoured, lured away, turned back, diluted, or 
delayed.  I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesi-
tate in the presence of adversity, negotiate at the ta-
ble of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or 
meander in the midst of mediocrity.  I won't give up, shut 
up, let up, or burn up till I've preached up, prayed up, 
paid up, stored up, and stayed up for the cause of 
Christ.  I am a disciple of Jesus.  I must go till He comes, 
give till I drop, preach till all know, and work till He 
stops.  And when He comes to get His own, he'll have 
no problems recognising me.   
  

RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT      
 
God's Word is the basis for righteous judgement.  Is 
the person proclaiming the Word of God?  Is it bibli-
cally true?  Accepting the fact that God's Word is 
both foundational and central, however, is not the 
only criterion.  Satan will quote Scripture.  He even 
had the audacity to quote it to Jesus.  Any organisa-
tion can make up a doctrinal statement.  I have even en-
countered hard-core Satanists who have infiltrated 
the church and occupied leadership positions in minis-
tries.  Paul warned, "for such men are false disciples, 
deceitful workers, disguising themselves as follow-
ers of Christ.  And no wonder, for even Satan dis-
guises himself as an angel of light.  Therefore it is not 
surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as 
servants of righteousness; whose end shall be ac-
cording to their deeds" (2 Cor 11:13-15).  Some in-
dulges the flesh in its corrupt desires and despises 
authority, which are traits identified in 2 Peter 2:10 as 
those of a false prophets.  I'm always amazed at how 
gullible some people are and how easily deceived.  
"He's such a wonderful speaker!"  "what a charismatic 
person!"  "I could feel the electricity in the air!"  
they're not judging righteously;; they're judging by ap-
pearance (or worse, by how they feel).  John wrote, 
"Do not judge according to appearance, but judge 
with righteous judgement" (John 7:24). 
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FEAR NOT 
When they had prayed, the place where they had gath-
ered together was shaken, and they were all filled with 
the Holy spirit, and began to speak the word of God 
with boldness (Acts 4:31).  Fear is a powerful control-
ler.  It either compels us to do what is irresponsible or 
it impedes us from living responsibly.   
 
As I travel among our pastors, I'm overwhelmed by the 
realisation that the number one motivation in their lives 
is fear of failure.  Fear of failure, fear of the devil, 
fear of man, fear of everything is plaguing our society 
and Churches.  Do you know that the most frequent 
command of Jesus in the Gospels is "Fear not"?  In an-
ticipation of Israel's entrance into the Promised Land, 
God tells His people four times "Be strong and coura-
geous" (Joshua 1).  The writer of Proverbs says, "The 
wicked flee when no one is pursuing, but the righteous 
are bold as a lion" (Proverbs 28:1).  
  
The fact that God doesn't look favourably on cowards 
and unbelievers is made evident in Revelation 21:8: "But 
for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and 
murders and immoral persons and sorcerers and idola-
ters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death."  does it surprise you that cowardly, unbelieving 
people are listed in a rogue's gallery with murderers 
and liars?  It is a characteristic of the Spirit-filled life 
to be bold (Acts 4:31).  The early church didn't pray for 
"divine appointments"; they prayed for boldness.  God's 
kingdom can only be established by faithful and coura-
geous people. 
        
PERCEPTIONS AND EMOTIONS 
In general sense, your emotions, are a product of your 
thought life.  If you are not thinking right, if your mind 
is not being renewed, if you are not perceiving God and 
His Word properly, it will be reflected in your emo-
tional life.   
 
One of the best scriptural illustrations of the rela-
tionship between perceptions and emotions is found in 
Lamentations 3.  In verses 1-6, Jeremiah expresses de-
spair as he wrongly perceives that God is against him 
and that He is the cause of his physical problems.  What 
was Jeremiah's problem?  His perception of God was way 
off center.  God wasn't the cause of his affliction.  God 
isn't a wild beast waiting to chew people up.  But 
Jeremiah wasn't thinking right, perceiving right, or in-
terpreting his circumstances right, so he wasn't  feel-
ing right or responding right either.   
 
Suddenly, Jeremiah's countenance changes: "This I re-
call to my mind, therefore I have hope.  The Lord's  lov-
ing kindness' indeed never ceases, for His compassion 
never fail.  They are new every morning; great is Thy 
faithfulness" (Lamentations 3:21-23).  What a turn-
around!  Did God change?  Did Jeremiah's circumstances 
change?  No.  His perception of God changed and his 
emotions followed suit.  You are not shaped so much by 
your environment as you are by your perception of your 
environment.   
 
Life's events don't determine who you are; God deter-
mines who you are, and your interpretation of life's 
events determines how well you will handle the pres-
sures of life.  In reality we have very little control 
over our emotions, but we do have control over our 
thoughts, and our thoughts determine our feelings and 
our responses.  That's why it is so important that you 
fill your mind with the knowledge of God and His Word.  
You need to see life from God's perspective and re-
spond accordingly.  

CONFESSING WHAT WE BELIEVE 
One primary means by which we express our belief is 
confession - verbally expressing what we believe 
(Romans 10:9).  In fact, God requires us to take our 
stand in this world.  Jesus says, "For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sin-
ful generation, the son of Man will also be ashamed of 
him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the 
holy angels" (Mark 8:38).  In rebuking the Pharisees, Je-
sus said, "For by your words you shall be justifies, and 
by your words you shall be condemned" (Matthew 
12:37).  And in Mark 11:23, He said, "Whoever says to 
this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and 
does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he 
says is going to happen, it shall be granted him."  notice 
that Jesus does not say we shall have whatever we be-
lieve, but we shall have whatever we believe and con-
fess.   
 
Confession gives expression to what is believed.  The 
confession of the mouth must accurately express the 
belief of the heart.  To defeat Satan, we must speak 
forth the Word of God, which is the sword of the spirit 
(Eph 6:17).  In our English translations, two different 
words are used for the "Word" of God.  The most com-
mon is logos and it indicates the whole revealed Word 
of God (John 1:1).  The other word is rhema.  There is 
only one Word of God, but the emphasis of rhema is in 
its expression.  We are to hide the whole Word (logos) 
in our hearts, and when Satan attacks, we stand 
against him by confessing God's Word (rhema).   
 
Confessing what we believe gives proof to our faith.  
Confession doesn't create faith; faith makes possible 
true confession.  Confession is agreeing with God.  It is 
living in the light by letting our life and our mouth dem-
onstrate what we believe in our heart. 
 

Demonstrating what we believe 
Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself 
(James 2:17).  Faith is an action word.  We cannot pas-
sively respond to God.  Faith is not just giving credence 
to something or someone.  Faith is demonstrated reli-
ance upon something or someone. 
 
Faith has the same operating dynamic as agape love 
when we refer to love as a noun, we're talking about 
character, patience, kindness, etc. (I Cor. 13;4-7).  When 
we say that God is love, we are describing His charac-
ter.  Paul says the goal of our instruction is love (I Tim. 
1:5); therefore, the goal of Christian education is char-
acter transformation. 
 
When love is used as a verb, it is expressed by action: 
"for God so love the world that He gave…" (John 3:16).  
If we say we love someone and do nothing on their be-
half, it's only sentimentality and not agape love.  True 
love is expressed by meeting the needs of others.  Faith 
has a similar dynamic when using faith as a noun.  We're 
talking about what we believe.  But if we're talking 
about faith as a verb, then it is expressed in the way we 
live.  James says it like this: "Even so faith, if it has no 
works, is dead, being by itself.  But someone may well 
say, 'You have faith, and I have works; show me your 
faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by 
my works.'   
 
you believe that God is one.  You do well; the demons 
also believe, and shudder" (James 2:17:19).  The devil 
believes in the existence of Jesus and knows that God's 
Word is true.  But he doesn't seek to glorify Jesus or 
to obey Him.  He seeks his own glory, being a rebel at 
hear (Romans 1:25).  We demonstrate what we believe by  
how we live our lives.  If we believe it, we will do it.  If 
we don't, then what we believe is just wishful thinking. 
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